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Hear me, my people! Gather round and listen! From beyond Two decades have o
the skies the invaders came, a world full of rapacious beings worlds. Dry Mars,

who called themselves “Earthmen,” but we call red devils. eqilal surface :'cllnd ti prl(;bc. . X
. - ] galore! Its canals make the Suez of Earth seem a city._ s
The red devils have returned, spreading like a dirty plague sewer drain. TROPBpS, locks,an ¢ movers arc sac

zm‘wng the planets, carrying their prejudice and belligerence advanced that after almost twenty years the finest engineer
with them. of Earghi'have o decipher their mechanisms.

- To0 late our leaders discovered the Earthmen would not be 3 \fter all, Earthmen have invented machine:
 satisfied with simple trade but desired conquest, tyranny, a that d play woices, light without a flame, engine

enslavement in the guise of “civilizing the heathen.” that sume liquid/fuel rather than wood or coal, €

Too0 late they realized the violent power the Earthmen
had—advanced rifles, cannons capable of ranges far beyond
our own, and rapid-firing guns that could tear apar

- massed legions from long distance.

~ They stole our flying technology and placedi
clad in metal, powered by foul-smelling fuels fro
squandered as cavalierly as our long-lost ancestors.
 maneuver around us, ignoring us like
conffident in their might and fearing

£ i~ But in the hills and back str
S building. The Ground Clea
) Cult of the Worm is labori
siah is arising who will
with the Earthmen’s blood!

Listen, my p

Red Sands!
—Opverheard of thedStreet prophet Yurias, by
geant Major enty, 1st Syrtis Major Native
Infantry Battalion A ajor Colonial Brigade

- SPACE 1889: RED SANDS

b i y be the jewel of Queen Victorias English
£ on Earth, but other precious stones shine brighter.

The finest of these is Mars. First visited by Thomas Edison
and Jack Armstrong in 1870, Mars inflamed the imagina-
tions of Earthmen and lit the torch of exploration to the
other planets.
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ORIENTAL JOURNEY
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Our journeyfwas halked nes
Libyan border, where officers o
the Frefeh Foreign chiéﬁquitc
agitated and hostile—ordered ys at
gunpoiitto turn back. We could
hardly blamie.our hosts for doing
as they were $81d and asking no
questionsadbut our porters were
‘._ able tolpiece together from over-
Wieazd(conversation the cause of

consternation. The Legionnaires

had lost contact with at least one
fort in the remote Libyan Desert,
and from what the porters could
gather the malady was something
far worse than Bedouin raiders.
The word they used was “pla gue,”

assembling . :
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vehicles that transport people and goods betwee
This is the last decade before a new century and e
wants a place in history.

3

Widespread commercial electricity is just being adoptec
on Earth. Almost without exception, industry isg
by coal-fired steam boilers. Transportation of the ¢
notable for its general lack of single-person/co
in favor of trains and horse- carriages. Sailing 2
steam vessels ply the worlds” oce
the skies of Mars. Alexa

use in urban centers, an
transmit flashes of li

opula

T -
have expanded

an powers teeter on diplomatic bri
er closer to war. The scientific exploits 0

ves of all the planets show signs of revolt, listen-

ing to the whispers of entities that do not always appear
as they truly are. Anarchists and revolutionaries work to

bring about the eradication of official establishments, while

doomsayers warn of the end of days.

Worst of all, speculations abound regarding a new, rising #
power, a far-flung and secretive cult of deadly assassins ¢

some have dubbed the Brotherhood of Luxor. Headed by

an inner circle of secretive masterminds named after the
Titans of Greek myth, only the Brotherhood knows what i
wishes to achieve with its acts of atrocity.

SPACE TRAVEL

Since the existence of ether was proven as scientific fact,

numerous inventions have been built to function from its

use, none more prominent than Thomas Edison’s ether

propeller, first demonstrated in 1870. This is the crucial £

device that allows vessels to soar between the worlds, carry-
ing passengers from Earth to Mars, Venus, and even more
exotic destinations. While interplanetary travel is hardl

commonplace, it is an accepted facet of life in 1889. <t

known—make use of solar boilers. A reflecting lens focuses

the sun’s rays onto a boiler, thus producing steam to power #
the ether propeller and the rest of the ship’s systems, with-
out the need for combustion or smoke (both of which tend

to be lethal to spacefarers).

-
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Space voyages tend to be lengthy, sometimes lasting =
a month or longer. Ether flyers—as they are typically




in greenhouses have all failed to d
attempts to synthesize the speci

man’s terms, anti-gravi
from liftwood soar throu
or zeppelins.

advances. Zeppe

and utilizing hig

engir idespread use in Europe, on Earth. On
e kites of the Martians ply the orange skies much

as sailing ships did on Earth’s sea of old. With liftwood so

scarce, piragy is common among the Martian flyers, and

conflicts ever liftwood supplies are constant.

CLASH OF NATIONS

In 1889 Britain is a constitutional monarchy, with
Queen Victoria presiding alongside Parliament. As far as
republics go, America’s is relatively stable, while France’s is

AT,

the
hasjta,psh cannot

be
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'= not. Germany and Russia remain hereditary mon
Tﬁ‘ﬁ'ﬁrﬁf .lb?){\;iﬂWS and ,ﬂ{fﬁ with traditions deeply rooted in bloodlines thai

‘ back for centuries. Japan is a society in transition,
Ej‘éif éﬁfg}rf feudal beliefs are blending quickly into those more prop
(i[ﬁfiy ‘ﬂl ﬁ( ﬁt! fﬂ?ﬂ?fﬁ for an age of machines.

What all these nations have in common is .
Aﬁd"ﬁ‘?{ MMW ”-?';0 W tnto me .‘ff {éf fm&; tion to be a “great power.” In 1889 a nation
and /ﬁm’ fg a mg_mmt' & / k- }ygﬁ) e, . great power unless it can com i

robust trade among nations an

Again my fhaght fom o e dgent of S g 0 TR A 5
Jwr){m ;‘1“?{‘5{; %5 fhat ?f"gm {k . e 5

day, ard the faﬁ‘érm" thes MrM w":ﬁ‘n

st curious sier §
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empire safe from
gians have pursue
Congo and on M

mf I[tﬂgl Mkrﬁdoaj @{ Zﬂ)&b’) N has led to tl.le gener.ally
)j:;; [ v receed dre u?xm% % 4

W et posit. : .
- ating er the aegis of the British Association for
f-f jﬂ% 'ﬂl kg {Df% ﬁ{% @z{ iL 8 m { Science (BA), the Explorer’s Socie

f < ‘fﬂ @ action in recent years as the prima

ith a recent influx of new adventurers, scientists, and
acronauts, the Society is poised to cultivate nothing less
than'a latter-day scientific and cultural renaissance. Still,
much of the Explorer’s Society remains wedded to the con-
cept of the Society as a brotherhood and Old Boys’ Club 4
first and foremost, and a scientific clearinghouse second. '
Clashes between aristocrat Explorers and those of lower — f
status—increasingly admitted to the Society on the basis ~ /
of their talents rather than their blood—occur with greater
and greater frequency. Some see this as necessary progress,
other view it as an aberration from the established socia
order and buck the trend any chance they get.

Called “Section X” by those who are in the know, the €
Explorer’s Society keeps a low profile despite its recent i
recruitment campaign. This is necessary to protect the Soci- A
ety's members from scrutiny. For the most part, the concern
is mere privacy. With the rise of revolutionary cults and ‘_
subversive organizations on Mars, a modicum of secrecy is ¢ ”#
crucial to protect the very lives of the Society’s operatives. &
Several Explorers have been lost in the Asteroid Belt, the

steppes and highlands of Mars, and even in remote loca-
tions on Earth, such as the Libyan Desert.

After years of inaction, the Explorer’s Society has
revised its policies extensively. It is no longer just a soci-
ety of researchers; instead its members are resolved to
stand against the forces of ignorance, superstition, and ~ #
violence. Faced with such would-be despots, they hold ~ *
aloft the torch—the light of Knowledge—yet stand
ready with the sword.




