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Praise for

Nancy Kress’s Dynamic Characters
‘‘Nancy Kress has written an invaluable book on characteriza-
tion here . . . a wonderfully systematic and easy-to-apply ap-
proach to what is essential in all good fiction: good characters.
Let Nancy Kress help you make your characters as powerful
and convincing as they can be. You’ll be grateful you did.’’

—Mike Magnuson, author of The Right Man for the Job and the forth-
coming The Fire Gospels, both from HarperCollins

‘‘Nancy Kress’s Dynamic Characters is full of intelligent,
savvy advice on what makes characters come to life vividly on
the page, and is especially useful for the careful way it delin-
eates how character intertwines with plot. I recommend it
highly.’’

—John Kessel, college professor and award-winning author of
Another Orphan and Corrupting Dr. Nice

‘‘This impressive work is definitely a ‘must have’ . . . for
anyone who is interested in how convincing, multidimensional
characterization is accomplished. It stands among the best of
instructional manuals—and the published author will benefit
as well as the beginner. Highly recommended!’’

—Miriam Monfredo, author, Seneca Falls/Glynis Tryon historical
mysteries

‘‘Aspiring screenwriters, novelists, short-story writers, and
students of any kind of creative fiction will find Dynamic
Characters an essential resource. Buy this book, keep it on
hand and refer to it often. You’ll be glad you did.’’

—Claudia Bishop, author of the Hemlock Falls series
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How to create personalities 

that keep readers captivated

Nancy Kress
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Dynamic Characters. Copyright � 1998 by Nancy Kress. Printed and bound in the United
States of America. All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any
form or by any electronic or mechanical means including information storage and retrieval
systems without permission in writing from the publisher, except by a reviewer, who may
quote brief passages in a review. Published by Writer’s Digest Books, an imprint of F�W
Publications, Inc., 4700 East Galbraith Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45236. (800) 289-0963. First
paperback edition, 2004.

Other fine Writer’s Digest Books are available from your local bookstore or direct from the
publisher.
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Library of Congress has cataloged the hardcover edition as follows:

Kress, Nancy.
Dynamic characters / by Nancy Kress.

p. cm.
Includes index.
ISBN-13: 978-1-58297-696-9 (EPUB)
ISBN 0-89879-815-9 (hardcover: alk. paper); ISBN 1-58297-319-9 (pbk.: alk. paper)
1. Fiction—Technique. 2. Characters and characteristics in literature. I. Title.
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CIP
Editors: Jack Heffron and Roseann S. Biederman
Production Editor: Nicole R. Klungle
Interior Designer: Brian Roeth
Cover Designer: Angela Lennert Wilcox

Excerpts from Higher Education by Charles Sheffield and Jerry Pournelle are reprinted by
permission of the authors. Copyright � 1996 by Charles Sheffield and Jerry Pournelle.

Portions of this book have previously appeared as ‘‘Fiction’’ columns in Writer’s Digest
magazine.
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a b o u t t h e a u t h o r

Nancy Kress is the author of over a dozen books of fiction, including
Beggars in Spain, which won both the Hugo and Nebula awards. She
is a regular columnist for Writer’s Digest magazine, and her short
fiction frequently appears in Omni magazine. She also teaches fiction-
writing classes for universities and writing conferences.

For my children, Kevin and Brian,
who don’t want to be writers

but are pretty terrific anyway.
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