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Introduction

5

Monsters have always been important in Japanese storytelling, often eclipsing the

daring heroes with their outrageous antics and gruesome extremes. 

Manga Monster Madness provides beginning artists with the basics for

drawing the types of monsters that appear in Japanese comics (manga). 

The book begins with an overview of basic techniques to help you master 

the unique style and substance of drawing manga monsters. Each of the following

chapters focuses on one of the various genres of monsters: heroic fantasy (beasts

and monsters), daikaiju (giant monsters), aliens, mutants, pet monsters and super-

natural beings. Each genre has a unique style that needs to be explored individually. 

Manga and anime are not genres; they are simply methods of presenting sto-

ries. Design elements are similar from manga to manga and anime to anime, but

the personal stamp of each artist or design team adds character and individuality 

to each project. 

Don’t be afraid to let your personal style shine through the stylistic elements

of manga. It would be a shame to allow your personal vision to vanish behind slav-

ish copying of a favorite style or artist. 

One important thing to remember about manga is that the presence of mon-

sters in a story does not automatically make that manga a horror story. Within

these pages you’ll learn that manga monsters are so much more than snarling 

villains; they have personalities, motivations and goals. 

Now let’s bring on the monsters!
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