TOSH SUTCLIFF, AKA
STINKY. MANAGER OF THE
NO-GRAV DOME. DID JUVE
TIME WITH FERD GREEGO.
PRETTY OBVIOUS GREEGO /L=
AND BENEDICT HAVE :
BEEN HOLING UP
HERE.

ROHMER, THE UNDEAD
MAN, HAS ESCAPED WITH
CARTACKER FERD GREEGO
HOSTAGE AND THE
ECSTASIAN, A MY/STERIOUS
LIFEFORM CAPABLE OF
INDUCING SENSATIONS OF
INTENSE ECSTASY —

: : =
L LOTKE , W \ a—
IKE HE DIED u —
HAPPY. NEVER SEEN ' - ) gﬁ' oy
ANYTHING LIKE IT. - - > ) 15 ECSTASIANS
N == REDUCE
C—] THEIR PREY TO A

NOTICE THOSE MARKS i , Ny . o T]
ON HIS FACE — LOOK 14} fmz2N) NS
/ ll STATE OF HELPLESS

LIKE SUCKER
1 EUPHORIA BEFORE
AT DRAINING THEIR
y LIFEFORCE.
?:"4:_

N

BUT SOMETHING DID
THIS TO HIM.

SATELLITES TRACKED
THE HOVERJET TO AN
ABANDONED CONURB HERE IN
THE OHIO DRIFTS. THE AREA
SUSTAINED HEAVY FALLOUT
IN THE ATOM WAR. IT'S
STILL MARKED AS A
HOTSPOT.

HE QUESTIONS HIS OWN
DECISION NOT TO HAVE
THE HOVERJIET FORCED 4
DOWN. BUT FERD GREEGO
HAD TECHNICALLY BEEN A

HOSTAGE, AND ROHMER -

HAD SHOWN NO HESITATION
IN KILLING HIS PARTNER IN

CRIME, BENEDICT,

= o RADCLOAKS
ALL THE SAME, HE ON AT ALL TIMES,

HAD NO INTENTION OF SNy o BLE LP ON THE 2AD
ALLOWING ROHMER TO m PILLS. OBEY THE WARNINGS
ESCAPE JUSTICE R S & ON YOUR METERS.

I CAN'T TELL YOU MUCH ABOUT ROHMER. \‘“J
I DON'T EVEN KNOW IF HE'S HUMAN. I PO KNOW <
I BLASTED HIM APART WITH HI-EX AND HE

WALKED OUT OF THE MORGUE
IN ONE PIECE.

MONEY DOESN'T
SEEM TO MATTER TO HIM.
FOR REASONS UNKNOWN HE'S BLELs
DETERMINED TO GET POSSESSIONTOF,
THE ECSTASIAN AND HE'S LEFT A TRA®OF
BOPDIES ACROSS THE CITY IN THE
PROCESS., HE |5 HIGHLY DANGEROUS.

OUR TASK
1S TO SECURE THE
SAFETY OF THE HOSTAGE IF
POssIBLE AND DETAIN
ROHMER.

You HAVE
PERMISSION
TO SHOOT TO
KILL, BUT BE WARNED
— WE HAVE ALREADY
TRIED THAT AND
AlLED.
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I DON'T

I HELP.”
| HeLe e KNOW.” S0B.” HE
i OUVE GO ’ ]
HE TOOK WHERE
' 1O HELP ¢ CLUBBED ME.” HE TOOK
(T YOUVE GOT P EECZ (T AND RAN AWAY, THE
DIRTY RAT/ I WANT

TO HELP ME GET IT
BACK.” I CAN'T LIVE
WITHOUT IT”

ME.”

HIM PROSECUTED.”
IT'S MINE, NOT
HI=” MINE.”

DON'T
SHOOT/ IT'S THE
HOSTAGE.”

LOOKS
LIKE SOME
RADIATION POISONING
THERE. TAKE HIM TO
THE SHIP.

CREEP'S GOT |
A PROBLEM, ALL RIGHT,
BUT I bouBT IT'S
ADDICTION.

HIS BEST FRIEND
GOT PUSHED FROM A
HOVERCAR AND ALL HE CAN
THINK ABOUT |5 THE
ECSTASIAN.

TH
SNIFFER'S
GOT THE
SCENT.S

YoU THINK
THAT'S ROHMER'S
PROBLEM?Z

DREL KLEE.
THINN JT SOME
B, "'<|. COUND ON
WALKING

AD MAN.

&N/

BURTON... WAIT A
MINUTE — THAT WOULDN'T
BE BURTON THE

EXPLORER?”

NERIS STATION IS ON NGNU,
IN THE NEBULOIDS., OUR MAN
ARRIVED IN-CITY TWELVE
DAYS AFTER ELLIOT GORE,
SAME PORT OF DEPARTURE,
NERIS. TRAVELLING UNDER
THE NAME OF THADDIUS
ROHMER BURTON.

BUT HE
DESCRIBED THE
ECSTASIAN'S HOMEWORLD
— IT'S HIS ACCOUNT WE'RE
GOING ON. IF HE WANTED
ONE 50 BADLY, WHY
NOT GO THEREZ

THE PLANETS' SUN ~ =

WENT SUPERNOVA PROXIMITY .S
A YEAR OR TWO i - PROXIMITY .S
BACK. THERE'S
NOTHING LEFT. )

50 THIS : >
ECSTASIAN 15 FOOTPRINT
RARE? _ L\ Heee.

IT MAY BE
THE LAST ONE
IN EXISTENCE.




HE DOESN'T
HEAR THEIR
APPROACH —

AND NOW... HE NO LONGER k

CARES, FREED FROM HIS
PAIN, SUFFUSED WITH AN
INDESCRIBABLE ECSTASY...

DOESN'T HEAR THE
MUFFLED cLUMP
OF BOOTS ON THE
DUST-CARPETED
STAIRS, OR THEIR
WHISPERED
CONSULTATION ON
THE LANDING —

HE HAD THOUGHT HIMSELF SAFE, HIDDEN AWAY
WELL ENOUGH TO SERVE HIS PURPOSE, FOR ONCE
HE HAS MISCALCULATED, RECKONED WITHOUT

THE DETERMINATION OF DREDD...

RESIST..
GoT 10 —
RESIST...




IT IS DEATH,
AND IN DEATH T
INSTINCTIVELY,
BLINDLY SEARCHES
FOR SOME WAY TO
PRESERVE ITSELF
— TO PROCREATE
— TO FEED —

THE CONTAMINATION 1S
SPREADPING THROUGH
TS BODY, A SLOW,
GHASTLY BURNING, A
SICKNESS THAT IT
CANNOT COMPREHEND...

I'M NOT
GETTING ANY
RESPONSE FROM
THE SEARCH

BAD
INTERFERENCE
HERE. KEEP
TRYING.

THIS |5
JUSTICE BASE”
REPORT YOUR
SITUATION.”




5. ITS
STOPPED.

EVERYONE
ALl RIGHTZ

I'VE
HEARD THAT
BEFORE —

WE'RE THE
WHAT SECOND SEARCH CLOSE BY LIES THE

THE HELL - 2 PARTY, Si. WHEN ALIEN CREATUIRE, DARK
WHERE DID You You DIDNT BESPOND AND SHRIVELLED NOW —

ALL cOME TO SIGNALS THEY
FROMZ BROUGHT UsS IN TO

LOOK FOR YOU. GIVING

OFF HEAVY
READINGS.

You CAN'T
JUST LEAVE 1T/
LooK, 'LL TAKE IT'S DEAD.”
IT7 'LL LOOK PUT IT DOWN.”
AFTER IT/ You WILL oBEY
ORDERS.”

s

g 2 = W RIGHT ./ IT'S TOO
WE'RE ’ 4 = IMPORTANT ./
THE THIRD &y X f ] |
SEARCH PARTY,
SR, WE FOUND
You HERE,
AND...
MAN,
THAT WAS
SOMETHING - /7




HE CAN FEEL THE CREATURE'S
SEDUCTIVE POWER AT WORK ON HIM,
A YEARNING, A SENSE OF LOSS,

L = 1

THE LAST OF THE ECSTASIANS, BEST
THAT IT SHOULD BE THAT WAY —

THEY WILL ALL REQUIRE

YO
HAVE SUCKER
MARKS ON YoUrR
Hoop.

IN LIGHT OF PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE,
THE BODY WOULD BE KEPT UNDER
CONSTANT OBSERVATION...

THE MAN
WHO COULDN'T BE
KILLED WANTED ONLY
ONE THING — DEATH. AND
ONLY THE CREATURE
CouLp GIVE IT
TO HIM.

THERAPY ON THEIR RETURN.

MOWER. |IT COULDN'T GET

I GUESS
IT FOUND You
UNPALATABLE.

IT was
ON YoU. BUT IT
DIDN'T —

DON'T
ALWAYS BE LOOKING
FOR THE IMPROBABLE,

THROUGH THE HOOD,
THAT'S ALL.

V E NEVER FOUND
’7u1” WHAT MADPE HIM

: HE WAY HE WAS... OR
'E..., WHY HE WANTED THE

| W ECSTASIAN.

THEY SEAL ROHMER'S BODY IN
A RADIATION-PROOF CASKET.

MAYBE HE WANTED
IT BECAUSE OF THE WAY
HE WAS,

ON THE

OTHER HAND, 1

CcouLp Be waY
WRONG.

IF THIS
CASE GOES TO

FORM, MAYBE ROHMER
WILL COME BACK TO LIFE
AND EXPLAIN IT ALL
HIMSELF.”
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Acoma sysT

GODDAMMIT
TO HELL, FIRST
TIME ET DECENT
SH YE IN DAYS
AND EVERYTHING
GOES TO SHIT!

you! GET ME
y COFFEE. WHATEVER
YOU CAN FIND, I DON'T
CARE IF IT'S THE TAR
FROM THE BOTTOM
OF THE JUG.

ORTY GOT
-SYSTEM AND HIT LIS
HARD BEFORE WE EVEN
NOTICED HM-ARKANSAS
HAS GONE, WE'RE TAKING
MLILTIPLE MISSILE
HITS...

... THEY'VE JUMPED IN AC\/L): OF -
VOLSTAK-CLASS BATTLEN “THE ROCK GARDEN |5 KEEPING
THEY GET CLOSE ENOLIGHZNINME THER Haad! THEM AT BAY SO FAR-MANOEUIVRING
MAIN BATTERIES, WIA % OAST. THROUIGH IT WITH SOMETHING THAT
d M | BIG 15 NO JOKE--SO THEY'RE LETTING
LIS HAVE IT WITH MISSILES INSTEAD.

i

BUT WE'RE GETT
IDEA HOW LONG

“THE CARRIER CRAFT TO THE REAR ' il - f;\ ARTHUR
ARE LALINCHING FIGHTERS--1'D : WYATT
GLIESS A COMBINED CAPACITY OF \ /) L ] ! e

A DOZEN SQUADRONS. : J Pl
\ S % - : HOLDEN

. i o\ i
655 mn
.K?’ SIMON

.(

"WE'RE SCRAMBLING WHAT WE
CAN TO INTERCEPT THEM BUT

HALF OLIR LALINCH TUBES ARE
BLOCKED BY WHAT'S LEFT OF
THE ARKANSAS.”
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