
 Mission: The Blackest
                 Friday Ever
In the United States, the Thanksgiving season brings two of 
America’s favorite things into direct conflict, eating one’s self 
into a stupor and shopping one’s self into a frenzy. This Thanks-
giving, however, is going to be unlike any other when the two 
merge into something far more sinister. 

Ten days before Thanksgiving, Manger analysts come across 
a report from the U.S. city of Mendota Heights in Minnesota, 
about twelve miles south of Minneapolis. The article details an 
incident where several denizens of the city went on an unex-
plained rampage. The specifics are sketchy at best, but the gist 
of the report was that a dozen people at a church outing began 
assaulting other members of their congregation. No one died 
in the incident, but there were numerous injuries requiring 
hospitalization. There haven’t been any follow-up stories since 
the original article in the West/South Review, the local Mendota 
Heights newspaper, that ran the initial report. 

Manger analysts are concerned that this event could be a con-
tinuation of the brainwashing situation that happened Hallow-
een night in Willimantic, Connecticut (See CROSS mission: 
Vididiots). Even worse, the location where the brawl occurred 
was St. Peter's Church which is also the CROSS safe house in 
the region. The type B safe house is located in the old priest's 
quarters in the back of the church. CROSS wants to make 
sure there are no additional injuries to the people of Mendota 
Heights and also to confirm that the safe house's existence is 
still viable after all the extra police attention at the church.

Getting to Mendota Heights requires a flight to Minneap-
olis-Saint Paul International Airport and finding a lift to the 
church. When the agents arrive, they can meet with Bernard 
Hoffman, the pastor of the church. In general, he is reluctant 
to talk about the incident downplaying the violence as a brief 
scuffle amongst good people (initial rating of Uncooperative on 

the Reaction Table in Savage Worlds), so getting any informa-
tion regarding the attack requires a successful Persuasion roll. 
Reminding him that he is the safe house contact and that he is 
there to help them on their mission will award the agents a +1 
bonus to their Persuasion roll. If coerced to speak, he will tell 
the agents that the congregation was celebrating the engage-
ment of a young couple that would be married the following 
summer. That was until the young man began brawling with his 
fiancé's father which then created a larger brawl with non-fam-
ily members as well. The pastor could make no sense of the 
fight and didn't know of any animosity between the families or 
anyone else at the celebration. He repeatedly states that every-
one involved was good people and there is no logic to why they 
did what they did. There were a total of thirty-nine people hurt 
in the scuffle with fifteen of the victims and all twelve attackers 
suffering injuries severe enough to need medical attention at 
the nearby hospital.

Speaking to the local police department will require police or 
lawyer credentials. The harried chief reports that the assault 
occurred at a church picnic. All witnesses state the event was 
going smoothly until shortly after lunch when each of the at-
tackers started to become agitated. When the pastor attempt-
ed to calm them, they became violent as a group, attacking at 
random and anyone trying to stop them. Eventually, by sheer 
weight of numbers, the police and just about every able-bodied 
male at the party beat the attackers into submission. The chief 
could not question the attackers as each is still in a coma. As-
suming, the agents got this information with a successful Per-
suasion roll, a Raise will get the chief to reluctantly mention 
the attackers were so aggressive that the police and citizens had 
to resort to a level of violence that would normally result in an 
investigation of police brutality.

If any of the agents search the party area, a successful Notice roll 
will reveal a mostly uneaten sandwich in one of the trash cans. 
A successful Smarts roll will cause one of the agents to realize 
that it may be wise to have the sandwich tested for any contam-
ination. As Mendota Heights is too small to have a forensics 
department, the agents will have to take the sandwich to Min-
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