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Lucien followed the security guard to the men’s room. The slot machines and African animal replicas 
that filled the gambling floor were perfect cover for the slender middle aged man. The Safari Casino 
and Hotel was  probably the pride of Fremont St. when it was first built, but today nobody cared for the 
tacky décor and the owners obviously didn’t want to spend money to renovate it.

The security guard couldn’t hold the content of his bladder any longer, no thanks to Lucien who had slipped 
a fluid pill in the guard’s thermos prior to lunch. In a hurry to relieve himself, the guard placed his radio on 
the vanity and headed straight for the urinal. Lucien took advantage of this to swap the radio with a fake one 
provided by Olivia and slipped back on the gambling floor. “Winston, you’re up!”

“Bruce?” asked Winston into the radio. The man had this unique skill of being able to impersonate anyone he 
spent a few minutes with. Last night, he bought Bruce’s superior, Larry, a drink.

“Yes, I’m here. Over.” Bruce had what was probably the most boring job in the casino. All day long he stood by 
the door to the back offices, making sure only employees with the proper clearance entered.

“Bruce, I need you in shipping. Luis called in sick today and I, hmmm, need you to escort Garcia on his run,” 
said Winston with his best impression of Bruce’s boss.

“Whatever you say, boss but who’s gonna guard the door?” inquired Bruce.

Winston was getting nervous across the floor. That’s corporate America for you. Every mofo wants to second 
guess their boss. “Don’t worry about it, I’m sending someone to replace you now. This is for Mr. Banks. Get yo 
ass over here,” said Winston, still pretending to be the man’s boss.

Bruce began the long walk toward the shipping docks to the beat of a xylophone rendition of “Africa” by Toto.

Tommy, Linda and Olivia were close by, finishing a “family” meal in the food court. Being underage, Olivia 
would attract too much attention to the Crew on the casino floor, but she headed out as Lucien and Winston 
closed in. Her part in this had been done the previous day. She now took position at the south entrance to keep 
a lookout.

Linda and Tommy swiped the badge and entered through the door Bruce was guarding just a minute ago. What 
about the badge? Olivia managed to nick it off of Bruce the previous day and make a copy. At 12 years old, Olivia 
was already an accomplished con artist, thief and forger.

“Okay, we’ve got 2 mins before Bruce finds out he’s been duped,” said Tommy to the tall and elegant blonde. 
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She was a minor celebrity in Las Vegas with her magic show. So as to not be recognized and attract attention, 
Winston and her assistants had laid on the heavy makeup and found the perfect hat and sunglasses. “Such a 
shame I’ll have to get rid of this hat,” thought Linda to herself.

***

Meanwhile, in the control room, it was just another day at work. The cameras in the back office hallway of casino 
manager Ulysses Banks showed impeccable carpeting and off-white walls adorned with wholesale art frames, 
but nothing else. They couldn’t see Linda and Tommy walking down the hallway.

***

Tommy knew a thing or two about surveillance and had managed to introduce a video loop into the feed. Security 
was completely oblivious to their presence as he demonstrated by staring right back at the wall-mounted camera 
and showing it his middle finger.

“Come on Tommy, stop acting like a child! We’ve got work to do,” said Linda before she pulled him away by 
his sleeve.

Ulysses Banks, the casino manager, had an office at the end of the hall. The Crew had received a tip from an 
informant about Banks receiving undisclosed jewelry in a black box from the hands of master jeweler Broner 
Eisenstein himself the day before. While the jewels most likely didn’t belong to Banks, he kept them in his 
personal safe in his office, a relic of the days where things were meant to last and weighed a ton. The casino had 
a safe, so why not use it?

A door to their left swung open. “Hey! You can’t be here, you’ll have to come with me,” said the balding 
accountant loaded with folders and a coffee mug in his clawed hand.

Linda extended her arm as if she was going 
to caress the man’s cheek. A snake peeked 
its head out of her sleeve, its tongue flicking 
the air inches from the man’s face. “Asp, very 
dangerous! You go first!” replied Linda.

The asp bit the man right in the face before 
he had time to react. A second later he was 
on the floor and his body was convulsing.

***

“What the...? I thought your sorry ass called 
in sick today,” asked Bruce.

“What are you talking about?” said Luis in 
his truck driver uniform.

That’s when it all clicked for Bruce. He 
turned around to look back at the post he 
had just left a minute ago and grabbed his 
radio. “This is Bruce, I need backup in the 
south administration hallway immediately!”
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