: (¥, “No one holds command over me. No man. No god. No Prince.
' T N . What is a claim of age for ones who are immortal? What is a claim S
e @? of power for ones who defy death? Call your damnable hunt. We v 3

% shall see who | drag screaming to hell with me.”
— Ginter Dorn, Das Ungeheuer Darin

i

TR

| & i) »%
: : & - CiARiS TN, 64 30021
4 R < 15 We gt L
4 5 ® p G Fods



VAMPIRE

The Masquerade’

A StorytellingZiame of

Personag}iorror
AN

By becoming a monster, one learns what it is to be human

By Mark Rein-Hagen



[N AN A A

Credits

Design: Mark Rein®Hagen

Written by: Mark Rein®Hagen, Graeme Davis, Tom
Dowd, Lisa Stevens, Stewart Wieck
Development: Mark Rein®Hagen, Andrew Greenberg,
Stewart Wieck

Editing: Robert Hatch

Design Contributors: Lisa Stevens, Travis Williams,
Chris McDonough, Joshua Gabriel Timbrook,
Nicole Lindroos, John Brandt, Brenda Stiles, Tom
Dowd, Graeme Davis, Timothy Carroll, Stephan
Wieck, Aaron Voss

Art Director: Richard Thomas

Art: Tim Bradstreet, John Cobb, Felipe Echevarria, Max
Shade Fellwalker, Doug Gregory, John Lakey, Laura Lakey,
Larry McDougall, Robert McNeill, Ken Meyer, Jr., Richard
Thomas, Joshua Gabriel Timbrook

Models: Tristan M. Duarte, Max Shade Fellwalker,
Doug Gregory, Ken Meyer, Jr., B.]. West

Typesetting & Layout: Sam Chupp, William Hale,Chris
McDonough

Chupp, William Hale, Chris McDonough
Cover Design: Chris McDonough

Cover Photograph: Mark Pace @
Playtesters: Joshua Gabriel Timbrook NG hris
McDonough, Brenda Stiles, John Basnd{)Nicole
Lindroos, Stewart Wieck, Andrew (&&r)berg, Lisa
Stevens, AnnNappo, Seth Tepher, Stefhan Wieck,
Kelly Golden, Jeff Berry, Guy Wells, Gail Starr,
Mark Matthews-Simmons, Christopher Lancaster,
KC Lancaster, Stacia M. Bannan, Timothy Carroll,
Bryan A. Case, Michael Coyne, Shane D. Harsch,
Steven Kaye, Edwin Nealley, Laurel Schippers,
John Schippers, Robert G. Schroeder, Lowell Brandt
Stouder Jr., Richard Wu, Kin Yee, Andreas
Mitterlechner, Stefan Kovalovsky, Ralph Schimpl
White Wolf Game Studio: William Bridges, Sam Chupp,
Ken Cliffe, Andrew Greenberg, William Hale, Wes
Harris, Robert Hatch, Rene Lilly, Chris
McDonough, Mark Rein®Hagen, Richard Thomas,
Joshua Gabriel Timbrook, Aaron Voss, Stewart
Wieck, Travis Williams ’

A special thanks to:

Anne Kéhlhofer and Andreas Wichter for that very first
Vampire game session.

Production: Richard Thomas, Josh Timbrook, SamQ)

<

Attention: Reader discretion is advised. The themes
and issues described in this game may be disturbing to some and
distasteful to others. Though our purpose is not to offend, our use
of the vampire as a metaphor and as a channel for storytelling may
be misconstrued. To be clear, vampires are not real. The extent
to which they may be said to exist is revealed only in what they can
teach us of the human condition and of the fragility and splendor

which we call life.

Dedication

This game is dedicated to Vaclav Havel — poet, play-
wright and statesman — who was its inspiration.

“We are still under the sway of the destructive and vain belief
that man is the pinnacle of creation, and not just a part of it, and
that, therefore, everything is permitted.... We are incapable of
understanding that the only genuine backbone of our actions — if
they are to be moral — is responsibility. ~Responsibility to
something higher than my family, my country, my firm, my
success. Responsibility to the order of Being, where all our actions
are indelibly recorded and where, and only where, they will be
brcOAly judged.”

{&Vaclav Havel, in aspeech to the United States Congress
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qr 7 hey crowd our imagination. They hide
under our beds. They lurk within the
dark recesses of our primal unconscious.
You can’t run, you can’t hide — it’s going to get
you. The beast, the ravager, the Lusus Natura.
What is it, and why do we fear it?

What is its name?

We have always had our Fiends. They have
long fired the romantic imagination of priest and
poetalike. Atone time we cal@J them Trolls; later
they were named Demvﬁ\nd then they were
Witches who brewed c\‘islg\)tions. Still later, the
Monster was said o (2 the hungry Wolf, the
Bogeyman, or the&zi“a of Cold War terror.

Finally, some callaldNauman ignorance and intol-
erance. For a@:. they tried to tell us that
monsters dnr@;ist at all, that everything about
the unive(si)as either known or would soon be
known.

But now we know better. We have made our
reacquaintance with the Beast. We have learned
Its true name.

Now we understand the expanse of eternity, its
unimaginable infinitude, the chaos of its structure,
and our own petty insignificance. Now we haye
admitted the magnitude of the problems we face
and our seeming inability to affect change on the
scale necessary to save us.

Today we have caught a glimpse of reality, and
have seen the truth behind the veil. We have
come full circle and rediscovered the Fiend. We
have regained our ancient heritage. We have
found that to which we have given so many names
— the source of our mortal terror.

We have found the enemy... and it is us.

4 0 VAMPLRE: The Masquerade




We are searchers, forever looking for the un-
comfortable truth of our human condition,
searching within ourselves for that which is un-
clean, uncertain or impure — for that which has no
name. By looking at the monsters we create, we
gain new insights into our “darker half.” These
fiends express what we are at the deepest and most
inaccessible levels of our unconscious. Since time
immemorial, they have given us a connection to
our animal self, the fulfillment of an unadulterated
emotional vitality, and the promise of a brutal
justice.

The vampire is the quintessential fiend, for the
vampire is so much our own reSpction. Vampires
feed as we feed, by killing, eu\@n ugh death can
feel the same dread, guilt 2\Monging for escape.
They are trapped in the @»e cycle of fast, feast and
purge. They, like u:N redemption, purity and

deepest fears, angd\¢€ shadow of our most primal

peace. The vam}& e poetic expression of our

urges.

Just as tisAyro of legend must descend into the
pit of Purgatd7y to face the tormentor, overcome
personal weaknesses, and finally be cleansed in
order to return home with the gift of fire, so must
we descend into the depths of our own soul and
return to life with the secrets we have won. That
is the real journey of Prometheus. Itisthe meaning
of the myth. Only by embarking on such a journey
can we discover our true selves and look into the
MIrror.

The lure of this promise of spiritual connection
is well-nigh irresistible. But, in the end, itisamost
disturbing undertaking. You must take heed and
step carefully — for no journey is ever without its
perils. Do not look into your own soul, unless you
are willing to confront that which you find there.

So remember:

There are no such things as monsters....

Prelude © 5
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