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Basilisk

Mikos Khamiran, professional sculptor
T » whose control over the earth and stone
gaze is an extension of his art.

Rapture

| Rachel West is a super-model by day and
~] a super hero at night. Few can resist her
psionic abilities.
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. < ight Champion of all time
. in the Ultimate CWiss Wrestling Federation, Karl
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37 | Kolle is one of the most powerful beings on the
% planet. @

Newest bearer of the mantle of the storm,
Miguel Cachula hopes to use his lightning
powers to honor his hero father’s legacy.

Thunderbolt

Twin brother of Skyfire, Rober Cachula
is the living avatar of Thunder.
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THE PATIENTS WERE MISSING FOR AN ENTIRE DAY AND NIGHT BEFORE THEIR
LOCATION COULD BE DETERMINEDR, AND THE MYSTERY BEHIND THE BREAKOUT,
AT THE BLOCHE INSTITUTE FOR THE CRIMINALLY INSANE, WAS SOLVED.
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IN THAT TIME, EMPIRE CITY AUTHORITIES RESISTED THE IMPULSE TO RUMMAGE THROUGH
THE RUINS OF THE SEVENTH FLOOR, OR INTERROGATE THE ONLY WITNESS AND, INSTEAD,
WAITED FOR THE FEDERALLY FLINDED AGENTS TO CLEANUP THE MESS.

THE AGENTS SWEPT THROUGH THE FLOOR LIKE FORAGER ANTS,
GATHERING EVERY MINLITE DETAIL. THEY PASSED INSTRLICTIONS ON
TO THE POLICE, AND DRANK AN OBSCENE AMOUINT OF COFFEE.

SHORTLY AFTER THE AGENTS' CONVERGENCE,
THE CADRE ARRIVED.
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"POCTORS SAY HER BIRTH NAME WAS ARINA MANCELL/.
BEGAN MUTATING WHEN SHE WAS THREE, KILLED HER PARENTS AT
FIVE. BEEN HERE EVER SINCE. IN FIFTEEN YEARS, THEY NEVER
HEARD HER SPEAK, AND SHE ATE INSECTS THEY'P BLOW
INTO HER ROOM VIA THE CEILING AIR VENT."
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AND THE
OTHER INMATES.
MOST ARE GASSED
HAVE. WALLS SEVERELY BY TEN,
{ AND CEILING WERE THOUGH, AND EACH CELL
A ELECTRIFIED IN HERE. B 1 SECURED TOWARD
ONLY WAY IN OR \ Lol g THE INDIVIDUAL.
OUT WAS THE AN -

S50, NO
GUARDS AND THE
JANITOR HAD A KEY TO
AND THE A THE CELLS OF THE MOST CRIM-
ONLY ONE HERE INALLY INSANE, DANGEROUS,
WAS THE MIA F PEOPLE IN THE CITY...WHAT
JANITOR? . = ABOUT THE CAMERAS?

K.0.'D,
RECORUDED TO
NINE-THIRTY AND
THEN SHORT-
CIRCUITED.
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HAVE
IDEA HOW IMPRES-
SED I N&“V RIGHT

I'M

SORRY, PID YOU

SAY YOU WERE WITH

THE FEPS? BASILISK,

LEADER OF THE
CADRE.
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B/ S7TATE SUPER AND

> TAG ALONG TO THE
CLEAN-UP CREW

HERE-

P
CATACLYSMIC
BATTLES OF CITY-
WRECKING VIGILANTES l
ARE WELL DOCU-
MENTED WHERE

="

- V/IGILAN...?
WELL, WE DON'T QUITE
HAVE THE RESOLIRCE TO

KEEP RECORDS ON GOVERN-

MENT PRONES, BUT

WE TRY.
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BASTARDS... s
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KNOW WHO
You ARE.

"
AN

N
SUGARS, NO MILK.
Pl 1F 1 HAVE TO GET




PRONES.
STRUCTURES, SYSTEMS.
THE PLAGLIES OF SOCIETY,

T KNOW. T'VE BEEN LOBBYING
TO DO AWAY WITH THE PESKY

B\ 7RAFFIC LIGHT FOR

HEY,
1 BELIEVE
IN THE SYSTEM!

TEM!

HAVE FAMILY, )
YOU'RE TOO PROUP
TO GET PAID, YOU
ENJOY THE THRILL
OF ACTING WITHOUT
AUTHORITY -~ LOOK,

) SUPER VILLAINS
REQUIRE SUPER HEROCES.
THAT'S JUST THE WAY IT IS,
THERE ISN'T ALWAYS TIME
N\ FOR PAPERWORK AND

PROCEDURES.
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SHUM
THOUGHT SHE
, o WERE AN ANGEL; A
- p MESHIAH COME TO SHET
: - ‘emFREE. OTHERS THOLGHT SHE
\ == WERE A DEMON SHENT TO PUNISH
/T Rl ‘=M FOR THE EVIL IN DARE HEARTSH.
o e e SHUM NEVER HEARD HER COMIN'
TIL IT WERE TOO LATE. IF YOU
:\ _ WADN'T A BELIEVER, YOU
WERE DEAD. THAT
EASY.
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AND i T KNOW
YOU, EDDIE? 5”53",5"@" . THE PRISHE OF

YOU'RE NOT A HE“;%*{J@&& INFORMATION. IT WADN'T

SNIFFED '
SUPER. WHY ARE [T F % WANT TO ViAY SHE SHPORE, VR

YOU THE ONLY AT ECALL) THERY.
SURVIVOR? d pr Al VOISH, THE THINGS SHE

ALL THE BELIEVERS,

AS YOU CALL THEM,
TOOK THEIR FREEDOM,

YOU JUST DECIDED 4

THE
PLAN. YOU KEEP
SAYING, BUT YOU
HAVEN'T SAID.

PARADISHE.
ABSHOLUTE
i PARADISHE.
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AND YOU
ARE SUPPOSED
TO READ MINDS,
MS. RAPTURE. THAT
IS WHY WE LET
YOU IN HERE.

YOU WILL
EXCUSE ME, T THINK
I WAS DOING JLIST FINE
WITHOUT TRESPASSING
IN MR. MYLAR'S

WHERE DID
ARACHNE TAKE
THEM, EDRIE? AND
WHERE ARE THE
ONES SHE
KILLED?
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THE
DOCTORS HAVE
POCUMENTED THAT
\ARACHNE COULDN'T,

SHE

HAD THE
MENTALITY OF
AN INFANT.

SHO...SHO HARD TO
D'SHCRIBE. .. DIFFERENT.
SHTRONGER THAN THE OTHER
NIGHTSH. HEARD HER FOR
WEEKSH. A MONTH MAYBE. IT
WAS TO NO ONE, TO EVERY-
ONE. AN INVITATION
LIKE A SONG... A
PROMISHE.

NOBODY EVER
BELIEVED LISH B'FORE,
SHO I'M NOT SHAYING

ANOTHER WORD UNTIL WE
WORK A DEAL. INFORM-~,
ATION HASH A
PRISHE.

SHUMTIMES
ALL I HEARD WAS
THE SHPARK OF ELECTRO-
SHOCKSH AND MOANS FROM
THE OTHERS, LIKE DOGS, TRYING
TO POUND THEIR WAY OUT
OF THEIR ROOMS AND
GET TO HER.

THEN,

EVERY MORNING,
THE SHAME SHILENCE
AS IF SHE NEVER
EXISHTED.
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FROM HIGH ABOVE, EMPIRE CITY |S ALWAYS A PICTURE OF DECEPTIVE PEACE. THE STREETS RUN A
LONG SENSIBLE PATTERN THROUGH THE LANDSCAPE, AND ITS' SCREAMS ARE HEARD IN WHISPERS. THE
WIND BLOWS COMFORTABLY THROLIGH YOUR HAIR AND CHEEKS. AND EVERY BREATH OF AIR YOU TAKE
IN 1S PUMPED FRESH FROM HEAVEN.
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BUT ON A NORMAL DAY, THE STREETS BELOW PLILSE WITH
=
por.

THIEVING RATS SCURRYING IN AND OUT OF THE LIGHT, AND
] DESTR/(/E FORCES PLANTING THEMSELVES BETWEEN
\ BUNZINGS/ WAITING FOR THAT PERFECT MOMENT TO EXPLODE.
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WHITE DWARF
LANDED! e
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— S BUT THE DETECTED INACTIVITY
| THEY'RE DETAILS A TRAINED EYE 7 ,i"LH\ THAT SENT HIM HOME EARLY,
PRIDES ITSELF ON DETECTING FROM |/
) SUCH A DISTANCE. ‘

WITH A SENSE OF DUTY
LINFLLFILLED.
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THINK THAT'S
CLOSE ENOUGH,
HOW ABOLIT
youz
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ON THIS MORNING, HOWEVER, SKYFIRE
WAS MORE ALARMED THAN LISLIAL. NOT
BECAUSE OF THE FRISKY STIRRING OF
THE RATS BELOW,
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