
JACKPOINT
Connecting to JackPoint VPN...
...Identity Spoofed
...Encryption Keys Generated
...Connected to Onion Routers

>>>Login: XXXXXXXXXXXXXX
>>>Enter Passcode: XXXXXXXXXXXXXX
...Biometric Scan Confirmed
YOU’RE IN. USE IT WELL.

> “If you’ve seen one stinking polluted city...”  -Murray head

JackPoint Stats
Interaction rate: –32%
Posts per hour: +1%
Today’s content quality 
(signal:noise): 2:5

Latest News
> Sometimes knowing where 
to run is as important as 
knowing when to. – Martin

Personal Alerts
> You have 14 new private 
messages.
> Your internal Q score is 39 
(up 5 points)
> You have 4 new responses to 
your JackPoint posts.
> You have 2 new friend 
requests; 2 friends have 
dropped you.
> PDA: Screaming Banshee’s 
self-destruct anti-theft 
program has been activated. 
Recommend leaving blast 
radius.

THE INNER CIRCLE
There are no members online 
and in your area.
Your current rep score: 214 
(47% Positive)

Welcome back to JackPoint, OMAE:
Welcome back to JackPoint, chummer; your last connection was  
severed 1 hour, 14 minutes, and 9 seconds ago.

Today’s Heads Up
> Here’s a look at Butte– keep the butt jokes to yourself. – Glitch

Incoming
> The Matrix has become the home of a number of different “friends.” [Tag: 10 AIs]

> The Neo-Anarchists aren’t the only ones who gather in tribes. [Tag: Virtual Tribes]

> Be more human than human, more troll than troll—whatever it takes. [Tag: 

Chrome Flesh]

Top News Items
> Kevin Jennings’ trial dates have been announced for later this year. The 
alleged spy is charged with over thirty different counts after the extensive 
federal investigation. Link

> White Center has been terrorized by yet another gruesome ritual murder. 
Knight Errant has assigned a counterterror unit to the investigation. Link

> Renraku has filed a motion to censure the Philippines for a violation of 
their extraterritoriality. The requested penalties are a three-trillion-nuyen 
fine, or complete replacement of the government by agents of Renrku’s 
choosing. Link
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FORE
“This isn’t a run, this is a high school prank,” mumbles Howler from the bushes thirty meters to the left and twelve meters up 

from the green of hole six of Dante’s Golf Course. 
“Trust me, this is our best option,” says a voice over his commlink. “It’s so subtle, no one will even blink an eye.”
Howler adjusts his position in the landscaping, finding another uncomfortable golf ball. “He’s late.”
“He may be late, but he’s consistent. You’ve seen him play; he’s probably down in the fourth hole’s sand trap.”
“And how is this different than directly hacking in?” Howler grumbles again, swatting away some flying insect, “My memory 

is kinda fuzzy on how you talked me into this.”
“If it weren’t for your brother-in-law, I would have partnered up with a less whiny decker.”
CRACK
A golf ball whizzes centimeters over Howler’s head—interrupting his complaint—and impacts the cliff wall. The foliage slows 

it down enough to be lost in the bushes’ roots with its other lost brethren. Howler gets to work with his deck, hacking the golf 
ball’s RFID and copying it to a new ball. 

A rotodrone caddy is coming up fast to his position to hit the ball. Howler has to act quickly to avoid the drone’s approach. 
“Careful not to touch the ball, Howler.”
“Trying to concentrate here.” Howler mutes his commlink and opens the wooden case with an identical golf ball. There are 

imperceptible markings on it as he was told, so he tips the case and dumps the ball into the grass before hiding further into 
bushes. Then he works on the next step of hacking the drone caddy.

The rotodrone recognizes the new ball as the one that was hit. It extends out a club appendage as commanded by the 
golfer below.

Howler doesn’t want the ball to be hit, lest it get damaged, so he spoofs the roto caddy to tell the golfer that it’s unable to 
hit the ball and recommends a drop. 

Howler listens to the burst of verbal abuse from the golfer to the roto caddy. Fearing that the golfer will just get a new ball, he 
has the roto caddy admit fault to the golfer and provide assurance that there will be no stroke penalty for a retrieval and mulligan. 

The golfer sounds satisfied and acknowledges the decision. The roto caddy switches its appendage to that of a hand and 
retrieves the ball.

The rotodrone flies back to the fairway. Howler crawls out to the edge to see the golfer retrieve the ball from the caddy. The 
golfer appears to pause for a moment, then looks to his commlink, dropping the ball. He appears to talk to someone. While 
Howler can’t hear the discussion, he knows it’s a delivery request for flowers.

Howler gets back on his commlink. “Package has been delivered.”
“Got it. I’m on my way with the flowers,” is the reply.
The golfer looks around as if he is disoriented, but then sees the ball at his feet and the 3-iron offered by the roto caddy. He 

grabs the club and swings at the ball, destroying the markings and landing it two meters from the sixth hole. The golfer is ecstatic 
as he walks toward his ball.

“Nice shot,” whispers Howler as he crawls back through the underbrush toward his retrieval point.
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InTRODuCTIOn
POSTED BY: FEATHERBOnE
Instead of giving you the whole history of Butte, let me just 
give you the highlights, starting in 2002. Lots of people have 
heard of the Resource Rush. But in Butte, these people felt the 
impact of it. Butte was surviving as a little blue-collar town, 
but the demand for local materials was high. Over the years, 
Consolidated Minerals bought up all the existing mineral rights 
in Silver Bow County. By 2007, the ORO Company in South 
America had hit it big, maintaining control over the Chilean 
copper mines and discovering large deposits of molybdenum off 
Panama. This made ORO dominant in the market; the company 
could essentially name its price in selling raw materials.

Consolidated Minerals had to expand in order to stay 
competitive. While the Berkeley Pit was closed by this time, 
the Continental Pit remained open and was dug deeper. Open-
pit mining spread out across the county. Butte’s population 
almost reached eighty thousand with localized smelting and 
roasting facilities. This was the area’s highest population since 
World War II. 

Trouble with the nearby Kootenai and the Confederated 
Salish tribe started when surveyors from U.S. Rare Earths 
found rare earth minerals near Flathead Lake. Consolidated 
Minerals legally moved them off the reservation to open new 
mines. Besides the gold, copper, and a few other minerals 
that Butte was known for, the expansion discovered more 
minerals to mine such as cadmium, tungsten, thorium, 
tellurium, and molybdenum. Pandora’s box was going to stay 
open as Butte’s value to American corporations was realized. 
Not everyone was happy with the choices Consolidated 
Minerals was making; protests and strikes broke out in Butte 
over the relocation of the Kootenai. To keep business going, 
Consolidated Minerals brought in more “amicable” contractors 
to continue strip mining across Silver Bow County. The smoke 
from the smelting facilities continued to color Butte’s skies. 
This didn’t win many hearts in Butte County. The revitalized 
Order of Hibernians, normally just involved in community 
activities, started to organize strikes and protests with the 
local miners against Consolidated Minerals. There was some 
progress in negotiating with Consolidated Minerals, as no one 
wanted a repeat of the Lockout of 1920, but little was actually 
done to change the business’s ways. 

Politically, no one wanted to rock the boat. Butte was a city 
rich with both raw and refined minerals and metals. Now the city 
was in conflict with itself. Technically, Consolidated Minerals 
wasn’t doing anything illegal, and the money was more than 
the town had seen since the original copper mining boom. 
Legal challenges either fell on deaf ears or were deferred. Miner 
strikes were short-lived, with Consolidated Minerals offering 
large incentives for land and lots of employment opportunities.

The Resource Rush literally undermined the town with large 
tunnels and chambers. Parts of the town started to look like 
Swiss cheese, with sink holes and shifting foundations. Finances 

went into reinforcement of foundations and the development 
of abandoned mines below the town into various commercial 
and residential facilities to accommodate the influx of people 
seeking employment. It was a risky strategy, but in the long 
run worth the investment.

With the passage of the Relocation Act in 2009 came a 
greater distrust towards Consolidated Minerals in Butte. Any 
remaining Native Americans who didn’t leave their land were 
forced into re-education camps. Any Native American currently 
employed by Consolidated Minerals was fired and, if found in 
Silver Bow County, relocated as well. That was kind of a moot 
point since most Native Americans were already pissed off 
that few were employed as miners and that the reservations 
were pockmarked with mines. But Butte is funny about that 
sort of thing. They didn’t agree with the Chinese Exclusion Act 
in the 1880s or the corporate lockout of the 1920s, so they 
certainly weren’t going to allow anyone to tell them how to 
treat their northern neighbors. The nearby Kootenai tribal 
members of Pablo and Silver Bow Counties’ miners had a few 
disputes with corporate security over what they believed was 
an “overreach” of the law over the years, but this was the last 
straw. Butte became a hideout for Native Americans avoiding 
relocation. A web of tunnels allowed sympathetic miners to 
move a few hundred members of the local tribes secretly. The 
Order of Hibernians militarized when Consolidated increased 
security forces around their assets in Butte. Butte members also 
stockpiled food and weapons when rumors that government 
forces were going to help Consolidated Minerals materialized, 
but bigger events came to pass.

FACTS AT A GLANCE
Population: 61,000 as of Jan. 1, 2075

Human: 80 percent
Elf: 6 percent
Dwarf: 2 percent
Ork: 8 percent
Troll: 3 percent
Other: 1 percent

Per Capita Income: 48,000¥
Population Below Poverty Level: 12 percent
Estimated SINless: 2 percent

Education:
Less than twelve years: 4 percent
High school equivalency: 54 percent
College degrees: 32 percent
Advanced degrees: 11 percent

The economy of Butte is based primarily on the price of ores and 
minerals. Education is higher due to the presence of Montana Tech 
and Geomancy, and the large number of Technical jobs in the area.
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InTRODuCTIOn 6

March of 2010 was a really bad month. VITAS came to Butte. 
Over five thousand died in the first week. People panicked, many 
fled. Mining shut down, with some miners going to the extreme 
of hiding in the mines below the city. With filtered air and bottled 
water, over two thousand people made themselves at home 
until the devastation had ended. Until October, an additional 
five thousand people died, leaving many of the mines and 
refineries inadequately supported for six months and leading to 
industrial accidents. A few hundred additional people died from 
poisoning or accidents around the county. By the time VITAS was 
managed, Butte’s population had fallen to twenty thousand. A 
small footnote: For a while, UGE was thought to stem from living 
underground, as approximately ninety percent of the children 
born to those survivors were elves. 

Then you had Great Ghost Dance in 2017, which made 
governments think twice about picking on the little guy; but 
there’s also a cost for throwing that much mojo around. I think 
extreme weather fluctuations exist throughout the entire 
Sioux Nation. For Butte, add about five degrees in the summer 
and subtract five degrees in the winter. 

The Treaty of Denver in 2018 prompted further 
negotiations with the Sioux. Consolidated Minerals could 
have pulled out completely, but with corporate competition 
on the rise and the Sioux having a brain-drain of those 
“Anglos” who could manage the existing mining industry, 
there had to be a compromise; otherwise, both parties would 
financially lose. There was already an argument between the 
Crow and Kootenai tribes about allowing Butte residents to 
stay. Kootenai were a minor voice, but money added weight 
to the elders’ decision.

Kuroyama Minerals was giving majority of the mining, 
refining, and smelting facilities, with upstart company 
Inkan Power learning the ropes and developing their own 
technologies, and Earth Medicine overseeing all mining 
throughout the Silver Bow County. Kuroyama Minerals kept 
the mining green and leased the land it used. Most of Butte 
became the single largest Anglo reservation in the Sioux 
Nation to retain the technological knowledge. Kuroyama 
Minerals kept all the previous employees at the mines, 
minimizing the need to bring in technical expertise: a win/
win for Butte and Kuroyama.

It took a few years of learning parageology, but knowledge 
of background count, mana lines, reagents, and power sites 
was gradually incorporated into mining and geological surveys 
around Silver Bow County. Speaking of which, one of the first 
orders of business was the pollution around Butte. Exhausted 
strip mines, chemically treated slag, and garbage dumps had 
changed the landscape. Earth Medicine had its work cut out 
for itself. It managed to work out recycling and other green 
policies, but there was one standing problem: the Berkeley Pit. 
After being abandoned before the Resource Rush, the pit had 
become filled with water. Over the years, the water became 
acidic from perpetually dissolving minerals. Unfortunately for 
the Awakened in the town of Butte, the Berkeley Pit was also 
at the interception of mana lines. Such a thing emanated an 
annoying background count for kilometers. Earth Medicine 

had an equally hard time as the U.S. Government had trying 
to clean up the site. Instead, they decided to take the “fuel 
from the fire” and work along the mountain range, erecting 
arcane chevals and mana prisms to redirect the mana lines 
around the more polluted sites to a mana conflux on top of 
a lone mountain near the golf course. A benefit to this was a 
power site adapted to the needs of the college. It was a ten-
year investment, but it reduced the background count to mere 
tens of meters from the site. 

Wards around the site have to be renewed yearly, but it’s 
more manageable than before. Inkan Power uses the Berkeley 
Pit for power and the extraction of minerals dissolved in the 
water, and thus there’s been some friction between Earth 
Medicine and Inkan Power over control of the pit. 

> Inkan Power is testing to see how far Earth Medicine will bend 
in what the power company can do with the Berkeley Pit. Inkan 
Power doesn’t want the pit cleaned up because it’s the acidity that 
does the work for them.

> Cheyenne Sam

> Dangerous, though. There are still shafts that lead from within 
the pit to below Butte. Too much fiddling around could flood the 
underground with that stuff.

> Running with Clouds

> A side effect of the mana conflux being built is that the quartz 
outcrop dimly glows with dual-natured light, something that 
parageologists will be studying for years.

> Henry Wildshadow

With the passing of the comet in 2060, the mountain on 
which the mana conflux was constructed starting sparking, 
physically shooting pieces of rock up to 200 meters off the 
mountain. When parageologists recovered the stone, they 
found it was transformed into orichalcum. This news spurred 
an orichalcum rush into Silver Bow County. There was an 
estimated two to three thousand smugglers working old 
mining sites for the magic mineral, competing with both the 
locals and existing smugglers who were also mining other 
ore. It’s unknown how many died in resulting mine collapses.

In January 2061, there was a minor tremor north of Butte. 
It was determined to be a 3.8-magnitude quake—nothing to 
worry about. Some speculated unlicensed demolition was 
happening in the search for orichalcum, and the Sioux were 
going to have someone’s head. After a few weeks, rumors 
spread that Thepila, one of the seven cities of gold, had been 
uncovered. The explosion was said to have been an avalanche 
that exposed ruins near Flume Gulch, a city carved into the 
mountainside. After the quake, the orichalcum rush faded as 
the orichalcum veins disappeared. 

> But that’s it. “Oh, there’s one of the mythical cities of gold, move 
along.” It’s kind of weird that there was no follow-up news, or 
wildcats blocking off part of Flume Gulch. 

> Argos
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> The Matrix has some vague blog posts and pictures of a few clay 
pots, but that’s it. It has to have been a hoax, as no one is actively 
pursuing this.

> Running with Clouds

> Someone suggested that ulminite was found up there. It could be 
a ruse to keep people guessing.

> Henry Wildshadow

With all the abandoned towns, mines, and smuggler 
hideouts, it was no surprise that critters started occupying 
them. Bug spirits have been the most dangerous, occupying 
older mine shafts. Awakened and mundane animals, such as 
stonebinders and sabertooths, made some abandoned towns 
their homes. Only the official mines controlled by Kuroyama 
Minerals have active onsite and perimeter security. Earth 
Medicine has drone patrols and occasionally wires drones for 
abandoned mines to check for hazards, but its budget doesn’t 
come close to covering the area requiring monitoring. Earth 
Medicine peppers areas of interest with disposable, remotely 
accessible sensors, but between the environmental factors and 
minimizing the trace pollutants from sensors, the efforts don’t 
last more than two months before an area needs reseeding.

> People working outside city limits should be careful. With the return 
of the wilderness, even shifters are homesteading out there.

> Cheyenne Sam

Neither Wildcats nor the conventional military offer much 
protection, as their security patrols target active smugglers, 
not some saber-toothed cat roaming around. The only other 
protection outside of Butte is Druid’s Wolves and you’ll  pay 
a hefty price for their help. They play both sides of the fence.

With the historical foundation built, I’ll address the current 
state of Butte. It’s still around, and its population has grown 
to sixty thousand. Remember all the investment in the 
substructure below the town? Nicknamed Butte Below, it slowly 
integrated itself into the town. About half of the population 
lives down there, which might seem silly to some, but it beats 
dealing with Sioux bureaucracy and the various unfriendlies 
beyond the city limits. For the poorer class, the advancements 
in geological engineering and architecture make living in Butte 
Below more comfortable than dealing with extreme weather 
conditions above ground.

LOCAL 
SHADOw 
SCEnE
Butte is on the intersection of Interstates 15 and 90 connect-
ing the town to the Algonkian-Manitou Council (AMC) and Sal-
ish-Shidhe Council (SSC). This allows for brisk trade in grey-mar-
ket items, where Butte’s Anglo reservation legal rights are not 
exactly the same as the rest of the Sioux Nation. Tobacco and 
alcohol sales, while legal, are still highly priced due to the de-
livery expense. Every month, a marketplace near the Cabbage 
Patch opens up for barter or nuyen. Quality may not be the pri-
ority, but there’s always a variety of goods to be found. BTLs are 
the most prolific illegal goods on the market here. 

Illegal goods, once across the border, can be easily shuttled 
through kilometers of tunnels or cached in abandoned open 
pits by t-bird runners throughout Silver Bow County. Both the 
Cabbage Patch and Butte Below have their own smuggling 
routes into their neighborhoods. In addition to moonshining, 
you have some chemists out there making high-octane fuel 
for the smugglers. Butte has become a hotspot as a fueling 
station, with riggers traveling the Rockies trade routes as far 
south as Denver and the PCC. 

> Some will also roll out old-school Marsden Matting for larger 
customers to land and refuel. An insane choice, but the reward 
can be high if you’re quick enough to be gone when the Wildcats 
arrive. An old troll called Torque has been manufacturing large 
quantities of go-juice for years up in the mountains. 

> Cheyenne Sam

Smuggling of raw materials is common in this area, with a 
dozen minerals in demand for small, high-tech manufacturing. 
The trade of knockoff tech items from commlinks to cybereyes 
keeps up demand for metals that the corporations have a 
monopoly on. Green fingers and the smell of garlic are telltale 
traits of smugglers and miners in Butte. 

The various organized crime syndicates have taken an 
interest in Butte as a smuggling hub, though the city’s relatively 
small size acts as a hindrance. That being said, organized 
crime funnels money and business through Butte rather than 
personnel to pressure people into the organization.

> Don’t have a Russian accent. The Vory have been trying to muscle 
in on the smuggling business in Butte. Being an Anglo caught 
smuggling is bad enough—add a Russian accent and say goodbye 
to any thought of just paying a fine.

> Billy Bob Butte

THE STREET GAnGS
It’s a small town; gangs are not like they are in the big city. 
There are two main gangs in Butte and Silver Bow County: 
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